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BRITTONIA 
Information for Authors 

 
Scope and Aims 
• Brittonia publishes peer-reviewed primary research papers in systematic botany, 

including contributions in revisionary taxonomy, species discovery and delimitation, 
phylogenetics and classification, botanical nomenclature, and systematics theory and 
methods. Contributions in related fields such as structural botany, genetics, population 
biology, macroevolution, phytogeography, floristics, historical botany, and botanical 
research collections are considered only if they have high relevance to systematic botany. 

• The organismal focus of the journal includes extant and extinct plants, fungi, algae, and 
lichens. 

• Ideally, manuscripts will not exceed 50 pages (including tables, figure legends, literature 
cited, and appendices). Brittonia does not accept manuscripts that exceed 100 pages. 

• We strive for high quality peer review, careful editing, and rapid publication. 
 

Editor-In-Chief 
Gregory M. Plunkett, Ph.D. 
New York Botanical Garden  
Bronx, NY 10458-5126, U.S.A. 
 
Email for Brittonia correspondence: brittonia@nybg.org  
Personal email: gplunkett@nybg.org 

 
Managing Editor 

Kate E. Armstrong, Ph.D. 
New York Botanical Garden  
Bronx, NY 10458-5126, U.S.A. 
karmstrong@nybg.org 

 
Publication, Costs, and Open Choice 
• While Brittonia continues to be produced in quarterly printed issues, all articles in the 

journal are published online first and are citable by their permanent DOI. This online 
version is considered the official publication, not simply a prepublication service, and 
should be considered the Version of Record as defined by NISO RP-8-2008. After 
online publication, any corrections require the publication of an Erratum. Online first 
publication reduces significantly the time lag to publication. 

• There are no page charges. 
• Color figures may be submitted and published at no cost to the authors, in both the 

print and online versions of the journal. 
• In addition to the normal publication process (whereby an article is submitted to the 

journal and access to that article is granted to customers who have purchased a 
subscription), Springer Nature provides the alternative option to publish Open Access 
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by paying an article-processing charge. A Springer Open Access article receives all the 
benefits of a regular subscription-based article but is also made available publicly 
without subscription through Springer’s online platform. We regret that Open Access 
cannot be ordered for previously published articles. For more details, including 
Springer’s Open Access Funding and Support Services, please visit: 
www.springer.com/journal/12228/open-access-publishing. 
 

Manuscript Screening, Peer Review, and Editorial Decisions 
• All new submissions are screened by the Editorial Board for quality and compliance 

with the scope and format of Brittonia. 
• For specific formatting requirements, see the separate Brittonia Formatting 

Instructions document. 
• Submissions that pass initial screening are assigned a handling editor and sent for 

peer review. At least two completed reviews are required for any such manuscript 
before a preliminary decision is reached whether or not to request a revision. 

• Reviews are solicited from an extensive and diverse international pool of qualified 
reviewers. To help speed the process, authors are strongly encouraged to suggest up 
to three potential reviewers for their submission and to identify any individuals who 
they think should not serve as reviewers due to conflicts of interest; however, editors 
assume no obligation to use suggested reviewers. 

• In addition to concerns raised by reviewers, authors may be asked to address (in one 
or more rounds of revisions) any additional issues identified by the handling editor 
and/or editor-in-chief. 

• Manuscripts sent back to authors for revision should be returned by the date specified 
in the covering e-mail, or request an extension. Otherwise, they may be treated as 
new submissions. 

• Manuscripts are subject to copyediting. 
• The final decision to accept or reject is made by the editor-in-chief based on the 

recommendation of the handling editor, as well as his/her own assessment of the final 
manuscript. 

 
Manuscript Submission Overview 
• Authors must submit their manuscripts to Brittonia using the online submission system 

(http://www.editorialmanager.com/brit), which is supported by the Editorial Manager 
platform. 

• To upload the manuscript, please follow the onscreen instructions. 
• During submission, enter in the comments box any special instructions and/or 

anticipated changes of address (and/or contact information) during the next several 
months. Please indicate whether the corresponding author is not the first author. 

• The manuscript text and tables must be submitted as Word documents 
(formatting tables using the “Insert Table” command in Word). Figures should be 
submitted as high-resolution, publication-quality files following the instructions for 
preparing figures contained herein. For vector graphics, the preferred format is EPS; 
for halftones the preferred format is TIFF. PDF is not an acceptable file format for 
submission. 
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• Authors describing new species and infra-specific taxa are strongly encouraged to send 
a duplicate of the type collection to the Herbarium of the New York Botanical Garden. 
Relevant local and international laws must be followed when sending specimens. 

• A Declaration of Competing Interests statement must be included in the manuscript; 
for further instruction, see “Declarations” (section G, page 10) of the Formatting 
Instructions document. Additional information about competing interests can be found 
on the publisher’s website at: https://www.springer.com/gp/editorial-
policies/competing-interests 

 
Legal Requirements 
• Submission of a manuscript implies: that the work described has not been published 

before (except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture, or thesis); that 
it is not under consideration for publication anywhere else; that its publication has been 
approved by all co- authors, if any, as well as by the responsible authorities – tacitly or 
explicitly – at the institute where the work has been carried out. The publisher will not 
be held legally responsible should there be any claims for compensation. 

• The “Copyright Transfer Statement” must be signed electronically and submitted to 
the publisher together with the corrected proofs (see below), which will be provided by 
the publisher shortly after the manuscript has been accepted for publication. 

• Authors wishing to include figures, tables, or text passages that have already been 
published elsewhere are required to obtain permission from the copyright owner(s) and 
to include evidence that such permission has been granted when submitting their papers. 
Any material received without such evidence will be assumed to originate from the 
authors. 

• It is the responsibility of the authors to comply with all local and international laws 
governing scientific research, intellectual property rights, and the collection, 
exportation, importation, and use of biological specimens. 

 
Proofs 
• Corresponding authors are informed by e-mail that a temporary URL has been created 

from which they can access their proofs and make corrections in Springer Nature’s 
online proof correction system. Proof-reading is the responsibility of the authors.  

• Authors should read carefully the entire proof, checking that the text is complete, that 
all figures, tables, and keys are included, properly formatted, and properly matched with 
their titles or captions. 

• Please return proof corrections promptly to Springer Nature using the online 
correction system. Ensure the marking is clear and comprehensible. 

• Substantial changes in content (e.g., new results, corrected values, title, and 
authorship) are not allowed without approval. In such cases, contact the editor-in-chief 
before returning the proofs to the publisher. 

• After online publication, corrections can only be made in exceptional cases and in the 
form of an erratum, which will be hyperlinked to the article. 

 


