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Mission and Purpose 
ASO Research Letters concisely summarize original surgical oncology research, supported by to-the-
point data and core references. 

The purpose of ASO Research Letters is to provide a forum for rapid publication of original research 
findings in an abbreviated format.  Focused translational, clinical, and health services research 
findings that are novel, intriguing, timely, and/or noteworthy will be considered.  Appropriate content 
would include meaningful research findings that are not strictly preliminary, yet not comprehensive 
enough for a full manuscript.  Research findings should be important enough and of sufficient interest 
to the readership to warrant rapid communication. 

Goals 
• Provide rapid publication of high-quality summarized research relevant to surgical oncology
• Offer an article format that is suitable for full-length manuscripts to be revised into a short,

succinct format
• Publish findings in a format that is appealing to readers

Format and Structure 
ASO Research Letters text should be divided into the following sections: Introduction, Methods, 
Results, and Discussion with citations included. As for full-length articles, the Equator for Health 
Research Reporting website should be consulted and  a completed study guideline checklist should 
accompany the submission.

ASO Research Letter Specifications: 
Word limit: 600 words maximum excluding references 
Byline: up to 7 authors  
Abstract: not included 
References: 6 maximum 
Figures/tables: 2 maximum 
Supplemental materials: optional 
Companions: will not have companion editorials, ASO Reflections, or Visual/Video Abstracts 

Submission and Consideration 
ASO Research Letters are submitted via the journal’s online submission site 
(https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/aso) and are candidates for Rapid Peer Review. 
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